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Dakota High School is committed to helping students develop the skills necessary to thrive in a competitive 
work environment and global society.  Part of this preparation is creating a professional culture that reinforces 
a variety of career and college ready skills.  The challenge we embrace is teaching students to understand the 
difference between social and professional attire.  School personnel reserve the right to judge new fashion 
trends and determine whether the newest fad is appropriate for school based on the Code of Conduct.  
Please consult the Chippewa Valley Schools Secondary Schools Student Code of Conduct for additional 
information related to our school district’s high school dress code. 
 
Points of emphasis and clarifications related to enforcement of the dress code: 
 
 Absences from classes due to dress code violations will be considered unexcused absences.  Please 

consult the Chippewa Valley Schools Secondary School Code of Conduct for important information 
regarding the consequences that students may be subject to for accumulating unexcused absences. 
 

 The Code of Conduct stipulates that, “All clothing must extend beyond the student’s fingertips while 
standing with arms at their side.”  The “fingertip” standard will guide many of the decisions regarding 
clothing items and whether or not they are permissible.  Staff members will not use other standards or 
measurements, such as “mid thigh” length or other subjective criteria or opinions, when evaluating 
whether shorts, skirts or dresses are of appropriate length.  Although it is recognized that students’ arm 
and finger length do vary, the fingertip standard will be applied uniformly, as it has been found to be the 
most plainly observable, consistent and objective measure in making decisions as to whether an article of 
clothing is permissible.  When measuring garments and whether they meet the standard described above, 
it is important to note that the garment must extend beyond the fingertips all the way around. 

 
 The Code of Conduct prohibits “distastefully ripped garments.”  With regard to ripped or frayed garments, 

tears/rips/fraying/holes above the student’s fingertips that expose skin while he/she is standing with arms 
at their side are prohibited.  In addition, holes or tears larger than the size of an ID card below the fingertips 
are also prohibited. 
 

 The Code of Conduct requires that “all shirts cover the shoulder.”  Material covering the shoulder/neck 
area must span at least the width of three fingers.  Tank tops, sleeveless sports jerseys and “muscle shirts” 
are not permitted.   
 

 The Code of Conduct prohibits “short tops exposing the waistline and exposed undergarments.”  “Crop 
tops” can be especially problematic and are discouraged due to the likelihood of a student’s natural 
movements resulting in the exposure of the midriff.  Tops may not expose any cleavage, must cover the 
student’s back, and must also cover all undergarments, including bra straps for female students.   

 
 The Code of Conduct prohibits hats, gym bags, backpacks and overcoats from being worn and/or carried 

while in the school building.  Only draw string bags are permitted in the halls or classrooms. 
 

 Athletes that are wearing team uniforms to school must adhere to the dress code.  If, for example, a skirt or 
short length is not within the requirements of the dress code, the athlete should be prepared to wear team 
sweats with the skirt or shorts while in school. 

 


